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Victory Gardens can':be protected from  animal pests‘without the 
necessity- of. destroying the responsible animals, states the Fisb and 
W ildlife Service, 'irniteh.;etates DeDartmerit, of the.Interior. 

. . 
hWith'food 'as esseiitielas it is today, both for our'armed forces 

and for civilians, every effort should be mado to protect vegetables 
growing in Victory Gardens from  undue destruction by animal .pests," 
declares Dorr D. Green, chief of the % rvice*s Division of P redator and 
Rodent Control. 

Under some circumstances, X r. Green yointcd out, cottontail rabbits 
eat all sorts of hcrbagc-leaves, stems, flo~~~ors, and seeds of hcrbaccous 
plants and grasses-and leaves, buds, bark, and fruits of woody Dlants 
or trees. Usually, hol;!cver, they arcfor the most succulent foods, as 
young shoots, clover, alfalfa, and garden vegetables. 

Because so many Victory gardeners have sought information on methods 
of controliing cottontails and other animal nests, the Service has nre- 
pared a m imeographed leaflot entitled ?Frot&ting Victory Gardens from  
Animal Pests", which is now available for free distribution. 

"Cottontails are easily trayTed alive,s says the loaflet," and 
while this method of preventing de.mage to Victory Gardens m ,ay be slow, 
it is the best method to cqloy when the animels d,amago gardens near 
towns and cities. It would be well.for gardeners to live-trap the few 
rabbits 'ihat may be listing in the close nroxim ity to a garden before or 
inmedi~toiy following pl‘anting time, troisoorting and releasing trqqed 
animals in areas where they will CFUSC little or no d‘amage.s 

Since there is a closed season on cottontail rabbits ill many States, 
gardeners interested in protecting plots from  rabbit dopredntions should 
ascertain from  local State conservation officials when trapping is legal 
before undertaking control measures, X r. Green advised. In a few States, 
game laws Fernit farmers and fruit growers to destroy the caninr.ls to pro- 
tect crops or trees, 

Several different kinds of traps which are very affective for taking 
rabbits are described in the leaflet. Many of the animals arc caught in 
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the old-fashioned box tr&p- sea with a figure-4 trigger with cord 
attached. An improvenenC on l&is faniliar trap, widely used in the 
Uddle West, is the Wellhouse t&,3, which can be raade at home' very 
easily. Comiiercial trap mantiactruring companies also make trqs'for 
taking rabbits alive. 

&other popular , and ge?mcnenP;; rabbit traD ie m&e of sewer tile 
and is used extensively on farms in Kansas. This type of tray is es- 
pecially suitable for open lands and prairies w)rese rabbits cannot find 
many natural hiding places. 

&~lcs, pocket gophers, woadticks, and occasionally field mice, 
also can cause damage in Viqtoq *dens, . 

., 
Leaflet No. 236, "Prot&ting &tory Gardens from &ir,al Pests" 

tells in deta&& how to const-hlct the Wcllhouse andethe sewer tile trips. 
A free copy may'+e obtained by wriE3.ng to the $ish e&Wildlife Service, 
Chicago, Ill, ':.- . ._ 
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